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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5830

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2007 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Human Services & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Senators Kauffman, Brown, Rasnussen, Keiser, Kohl-
Welles, MAuliffe and Shin)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 23/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to hone visitation services for famlies; adding
new sections to chapter 43.121 RCW and repealing RCW43.70. 530.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 43.121 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The legislature finds that:

(1) The years from birth to three are critical in building the
social, enmptional, and cognitive devel opnental foundations of a young
child. Research into the brain devel opnent of young children reveals
that children are born | earning.

(2) The farther behind children are in their social, enotional
physi cal, and cognitive devel opnent, the nore difficult it will be for
themto catch up

(3) A significant nunber of children age birth to five years are
born with two or nore of the followng risk factors and have a greater
chance of failure in school and beyond: Poverty; single or no parent;
no parent enployed full tine or full year; all parents with disability;
and nother wi thout a high school degree.
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(4) Parents and children involved in hone visitation prograns
exhi bit better birth outcones, enhanced parent and child interactions,
nmore efficient use of health care services, enhanced child devel opnent
including inproved school r eadi ness, and early detection of
devel opnental delays, as well as reduced welfare dependence, higher
rates of school conpletion and job retention, reduction in frequency
and severity of maltreatnent, and higher rates of school graduation.

The legislature intends to pronote the use of voluntary hone
visitation services to famlies as an early intervention strategy to
alleviate the effect on child devel opnment of factors such as poverty,
si ngl e parenthood, parental unenploynent or underenpl oynment, parental
disability, or parental |ack of a high school diplom, which research
shows are risk factors for child abuse and negl ect and poor educati onal
out comes.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.121 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout sections 1 through
4 of this act unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Evidence-based" neans a program or practice that has had
multiple site randomcontrolled trials across heterogeneous popul ati ons
denonstrating that the program or practice is effective for the
popul ati on.

(2) "Hone visitation" means providing services in the permanent or
tenporary residence, or in other famliar surroundings, of the famly
recei ving such services.

(3) "Research-based" neans a program or practice that has sone
research denonstrating effectiveness, but that does not yet neet the
standard of evidence-based practices.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 43.121 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Wthin available funds, the children's trust of Wshington
shal | fund evi dence-based and research-based hone visitation prograns
for inproving parenting skills and outcones for children. Honme
visitation prograns nust be voluntary and nust address the needs of
famlies to alleviate the effect on child devel opnent of factors such
as poverty, singl e par ent hood, par ent al unenpl oynment or
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under enpl oynment, parental disability, or parental |ack of high school
di pl oma, which research shows are risk factors for child abuse and
negl ect and poor educational outcones.

(2) The children's trust of Washington shall develop a plan with
t he departnment of social and health services, the departnment of health,
the departnment of early learning, and the famly policy council to
coordinate or consolidate hone visitation services for children and
famlies and report to the appropriate commttees of the |egislature by
Decenber 1, 2007, with their recommendations for inplenentation of the
pl an.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 43.121 RCW
to read as foll ows:

To recogni ze the focus on hone visitation services, the Washi ngton
council for the prevention of child abuse and negl ect is hereby renaned
the children's trust of Washington. Al references to the Washi ngton
council for the prevention of child abuse and neglect in the Revised
Code of Washington shall be construed to nean the children's trust of
Washi ngt on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. RCW 43.70.530 (Hone visitor progran) and
1998 ¢ 245 s 75 & 1993 ¢ 179 s 2 are each repeal ed.

Passed by the Senate April 20, 2007.

Passed by the House April 19, 2007.

Approved by the Governor May 14, 2007.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 15, 2007.
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